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DATE,
25X1A6a ZTAUC 1958

FROM: Chief, FE 25X1C10b

General -
SUBJECT: Specific ==Fifth World Student Congress, Peking, Chins,
4=13 September 1958

ACTION REQUIRED: See paragraphs III, IV and V, below,

I. BACKGROUND

A.. The commumist controlled International Union of Students (IUS) with headquarters
in Prague, Czechoslovakia, is sponsoring its fifth world congress in Peking, China
from 4 to 13 September 1958, The fourth Congress was held in Prague in August 1956
and, according to IUS accounts, was attended by 650 students from 65 zountries,
including 189 observers from non-member organizations in 22 countries, These figures
undoubtedly are inflated, due to the existence of numerous paper orgsnizations and
local fronts on IUS membership roles, In reality about 80 percent of IUS membership
is from the Orbit, It is expected that attendance at the Peking Congress will be
about the same number or slightly larger. However, this is not certain, A recent
repert from IUS sources suggests that the cost of travel to Peking from many areas
of the world will tend to reduce attendance, As in the past, the IUS has invited
non-member organizations to attend, Some of these, such as the British National
Union of Students, customarily send observers to IUS Congresses basically in order
to prepare material attacking the IUS, while refusing to affiliate with the IUS and
mointaining allegiance to the non-communist International Student Conference (1sC)
and its secretariat, COSEC., Their attendance at the Peking Congress, therefore,
should not be considered abnormal or a major gain for the IUS, Other national
unions are affiliated both with the IUS and COSEC not only as & measure of
"neutrality," but in order to gain maximum internationsl recognition and support for
their internal problems, IUS affiliation ranges from "associate" membership, as in
the case of Tunesia, to full membership as in the case of Morocco, Beyond this
standard but critical non-communist attendance, it can be expected that some repre-
sentative Asian student groups, who do not customsrily attend IUS meetings and who
ere members of COSEC but not of IUS, mey attend im an observer capacity, because of
the influence of China in “sian affairs today and because of the opportunity offered
by the All China Students Federation of a two to three week tour of China after the
Congress. Such groups are unlikely to affiliate with the IUS, but their attendence
will be of assistance to IUS propagande objectives., -

B. Following is the tentative agends for the Congress as announced by the IUS:

1, Development of the international student md!voment, and the contribution

of the IUS and student organizations to the defense of the interests of students and
the promotion of international student cooperation.

2, Report of the Executive Committee of the IUS: Work of the following
Commissions:

8, Role of students in the maintenance of peace
b, Activities of students against colonialism, and the participation

of students of newly independent countries in national construction and the elimina-
tion of the legacies of colonialism,
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‘ ¢. The activities of students for the reform of education, the defense
of student rights, and the improvement of living and study conditionms,

d. Student activities in the fields of press and publieity,

¢, Student activities in the fields of culture, faculty, itravel and
sport,

3. Adoptien eof recommendations of the Commission on the first peimt of the
agenda ard Commissiens a, and e,, above,

4. Ratification of the affiliations of new members of the IUS,

5. Repert of the Finance Commitiess,

6, Election of the Executive Committes and the Finance Committee,
7. Any other business,

- €. The primary IUS targets, as with the other communist fronts, have not been
in Furope or North America, as much as they have been in the underdeveloped snd
"uncommitted" areas of Africa; Asia, Iatin America and the Middle East, In communist
eyes, these areas represent colonial and ssmi-colonial peoples subject to Western
imperialism and therefore prime subjects fer revolutionsry agitation, IUS
priorities with regard to specific countries and aress bave shifted from time to
time, depending on overall communist strategy, particular local opportunities, restric-
tions imposed by hostile governments, and counteractivity by non-communist organiza-
tions, In general, it can be said that the IUS had its greatest membership strength
in the period during 1946-50, before it bacame generally discredited as a communist
front and befors the International Student Conference (COSEC) Was organized and grew
to its present stature. However, the fact that the IUS has falled to attract repre-
sentative groups in a numbsr of countries, and the activities it sponsors are under—
taken for operational reasons, as indicated in the fellowing paragraphs, should not
be allowed to obscure the fact that it has met with considerable success as a commu-
nist organizational weapon in some countries. With respect to individual aress, the
following comments can be mede on current IUS position and strategy:

CA .

1. laiin Americ a, The IUS bas ro representative national unions of
students as members in latin America, In Ecuador emd Colombia, communist directed
factions sve self-declarsd members of the IUS and send representatives to some :
meetings, but cannot be considersd nationally representative. Fer a long period, IU
influence in Letin America was low, im part bescause its pesition on the Peron regime
was not comsidered sufficiently megative by the Iatin American unions, Te this day,
for instance, representative student slements in Avgentina are bitter in their
derunciation of the IUS, At the sams time, in recent years the IUS has been able to
use anti-American sentiment among latin Américe students to propsgénda advantage,
and has stepped up its organizational efforts, meterial agsistance, tailored propagam
da and travel of representatives in the area, For example, the Spanish editor of the
dorld Student News (WSN), official monthly organ of the IUS, recently sent out a
circular letter te Latin American student organizations inferming them that the
Spaiiish edition of the WSN is to be revamped so that approximately one=third ef each
issue contains a regular latin American section . The April 1958 edition of the WSN
was e special Iatin American number, During the past ysar, several IUS representa="
tives traveled in Latin America and, in scme cases, made an impact favorable to the
IUS in the countries visited, 1In several cases, however, they were deported from
Iatin American countries and dencunced as Cemmunis t agents, - IUS propaganda to the
area, at this point, is stressing the thems that Iatin Americans have a great
brotherhoed with Afro-Asiens sincs both, according to.the IUS, have a common histery
of imperislistic exploitation and now are in a period requiring extenmsive nationel
development,

2. Africa. In the first years of its existence, IUS concentrated its
efforts toward Africa and chiefly on the lerge groups of Africens studying in France
and Englend. They did sc for several reasons: a; Educatiomal facilities in the
African countries have been limited, despite a recent growth in institutions, and
the more abls young leadership has studied abrosd; b: Hostile African or colonial
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governments strongly resisted efforts of IUS orgamizers to enter their territery
or propagandize in it with publications amd, s Local party apparati in England
and France were able to assist im indoetrination, spotting and recruiting of
young Africans temporarily esiranged from their own cultures and not particularly
well received by general British or Fremch socisty. Thus IUS influence has been
strong in such groups as the West Africen Students Union (WASU), in England, and
the Federation des Etudiants Afrique Noire en France (FEANF) , in France, The
predominant IUS theme toward Africans has been cne of anti-colonialism and racisl
equality with overtones of propaganda against non-communist "whites". In the
meantime, ‘the development of institutions of higher education within Africen
countries has alsc led to the formation of indigenmous student organizations whieh,
by and large, have affiliated themselves to COSEC, and mot to the IUS, Moreover,
these indigenous groups in many casas have strongly resented the role WASU and
FEANF have taken in representing them within the IUS, With the coming of indepen-
dence to a number of African countries, divect IUS activity and material assisteance
to target groups from this area have increased, but with little success generally.
The IUS has made progress recently in the Suda, which it is using to some degree
as a base of operations against the rest of Africa, and ite affiliates include
the Tunisian, Moroccan end Algerian organizations which are alse COSEC affiliated,
The IUS pesition in Africa, south of the Sahara, however, remains very weak and
it is not expected that student delsgates from indigenocus organizetions in this
area will attend the Peking Congress in any number,

3. Middle Fast. In line with general communist policy, the IUS takes
& generally pro-Arab position, though its invective is directed more at the
twestern imperialists”, whom the IUS cherges with continued expleitation of the
ares, than at Israel, An Israeli group has maintained an assecciate membership
in the IUS, for reasons Telated to concern for the Jewish minerity withim the
Soviet Union; they see-the IUS az & chamnel to this minority, though it has net
proved so in practice., The IUS has been hampered in its Middle Eastern activities
by the relative absence of nationally representative student organizations and the
hostile attitude of a number of governments, There is no question, however, that
the current Middle Eastern situation will have potential for the IUS and that it
will be a majer propaganda theme at the Peking Congress, The IUS has fér scme
time published an Arabic editien of the Wexld Student News, and at the last IUS
Exscutive meeting in Leipzig in January 1958, the Arab delegates requested that
more material appear in Arabic, Chemg Chi-ming, Chinese IUS secretary and head of
the IUS Education, Culture and Travel Department, and Sadek Babek, Iranian IUS '
secretary and head of the IUS Colonial Bursau, attended the Afro-isisn Solidarity
Conferencs of Decsmber 1957 in Cairo, as IUS obssrvers, There are indications that
IUS and the communist youth fromt, the World Federatiom of Demccretie Youth (WFDY) ,
intend to uss the Solidarity Confersnce permsnent secretariat in Cairo to extemd
their own influence in the Afro-Asian area, In fact, the Afro-Asian Youth and
Student Conference, schaduled for Ceirc in February 1959 under the secretariat's
sponsorship, obviously has heavy IUS and WFDY backing,

o Asjs. Despite cencentrated effert inm Asia, the IUS has yet to make
a significant impact in most Asian countries, Its members in the area from non~
communist countries include enly the representative Zengakuren of Japan, which is
closely tied to the JCP and splinter groups in Burma and India, The Indonesian
student movement withdrew from IUS membership several years sgo, and has continued
to weaken any remsining informal ties to the IUS, while bscoming at the same time
“a full participant in COSEC. The most smbiticus 1US effort in Asie in recent years
was its attempt to take over the Afro-Asian Student Conference held in Bandung in
May-June 1956, This attempt failed, and the IUS was generally discredited among
-non-communists in the area for its rele in the meeting, This has not prevented
the IUS however from publicizing the results of this Confersnce in an effort to
associate itself with this impertant event,

=3

T T Tt —

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000900200013-6



- ‘Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000900200013-6

w

D, The IUS engages im a mumber of activities im erder to create a propaganda
image of comcerm for the welfare of students, ths advancement of their educational
#ims, and the breademimg of their imtermaticmal comtacts, Anong thess are the
followings

1. Scholarships, According to the Jawuary 1958 IUS News Service, 65 1US
scholerships ars cffered "valid for complete courses of undergraduate study in
different subjects,” im Albania, Bulgaria, Czacholoslovakia, East Germanmy, Poland
end the USSR, Im the past, all these scholsarships have mot baen taken up, but a
majority of them certainly will be and the IUS affert will be dirscted teward
selecting individuals with petential fer leadership in the student and youth field
internationally and in their homs countries, The IUS, WFDY and their affiliates
maintain comtact with scholarship studeats while they are studying in the Orbit
offer them part time jobs as tramslaters, interpreters, breadcasters and the ﬁke,
during which they mest top specialists at WFDY and IUS headquarters and receive on-
the=job training which provides them with imvelusble knowledge and experience for
later use in cenjunction with fromt activities and indigenous communist parties in
their home countries, This program, with its fecus on yeung leaders, is but a part
of the overall Orbit scholarship effort which involves thousands of individuals frem
the target areas, .

2, Helfare, In Peking, the IUS maintains a sanaterium for Afro—Asian
students, which aceording to IUS figures has treated scme 1,200 pulmonary end TB
patients from nine Asian countries, including Chima, India, Indonesia, Nepal,
Pakistan and North Kerea, and returned soms 875 students to normal university life,
A student hea]th center in Calcutta, under IUS gponsership, squipment for a dental
cliniec for the State Unier of Students of Bahia, in Payema, Brazil, and X-Ray equip-

ment for the university clinic in Petesi, Bplivia, ave other yrejects.

3. Jours, camps amd svecisl meetings are further attractiems for IUS
affiliated student and guest group Fer example, the Fifth Werld Student Chess
Chempiomship, scheduled fer 5-20 July 1958, st ths Goldem Sands Hetel in Varna,
Bulgeria, on the Black Sea (cest $2,50 per persem im greups of four); the Summer
Camp fer Baltic Youth and the Frienmdship Rally of Students frem Baltic Countries,
scheduled for East Germany in the Summer of 1958; the Imternational Yeuth Tourist
Camp and International Hikers' Rally, scheduled fer the USSR in the Summer of
1958; the Internatiomal Conference of Students of Arvchitecture, at Isningrad in
July 19583 the International Seminsr for law Students, Sofia, Bulgaria, October
1958; and the Seminsr fer Yeumg Experts en the Peaceful Uses of Atemic Energy,
USSR, August 1958 —= all these are present oppertunities for travel amd learning
to students, and at the same time present occasions for indoctrinatien and traiming
te communist cedres. In terms of quantitative impact, these meetings and svents
are relatively unimportant, since they invelve very fow imdividuals and those who
do participate are largely cemmunists er Western Europeans not in any leadership
eapacity in their own organizations, More important te the IUS is the propaganda -
that cen be built arcund thess events, in posters and publications, te create an
image of an sctive snd appealing pregram, This effort is aimed inm large part at
specialized secters of the student cemmunity and fer establishing centacts with
such specielized groups which cen in turn be strengthened and expanded in other ways,

E, The IUS expslled the Yugoslav student delsgation of the Peoples Youth
of Tugoslavia (PYY} in 1950, follewing the Cominform attacks on Yugoslavia of 1948
and 1949, This expulsion was followed by a boycott of the PYY by various East
Eurcpean student organizations. Although the IUS Exeeutive Council announced
that their decision of 1950 was "incorrect" and "we balieve that the Executive -
and the Secretariat should do everything in their power te zee that this mistake
and its consequences ars put right and the way opened to negotiatiens and coopera-
tion betwesn Yugeslav students and the IUS™ (fellewing the Khrushchev=Titoe rap-
proachment), the PYY has net responded faverably te this appeal. Yugeslav delegates
have not attended IUS cengresses since their expulsien, Duriag the peried 1955-
1957, the PYY reestablished many of its bi-lateral contacts with Blec student groups,
Hewever, an event cccurrsd in Jawuery 1958 which presaged the recent Orbit ettacks
on the party pregram of the 7th Yugeslav Party Ceomgress, in Janvery 1958, the PYY
sponsored meetings of the Intermatiomsl Youth Commission, in Belgrade, as part ef
the congress of the PYY, The Russian dalsgatien beycetted these meetings fellowing
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the presentation of a paper by a Yugoslav member, in which he described the disunmity
and dissention presently existing between the international youth groups, as en
outgrowth of the nerrow minded bloe peolicies pursued by these groups, including the
International Union of Students and the World Federation of Democratic Youth, The
suggestien that the IUS and the WFDY are nerrow bloc groups, terms usually applied
by the Soviet organizations to the Coordinating Secretarist of the International
Student Cenference (COSEC) and the World Assembly of Youth (WAY)=~the free world
counterparts of the IUS and the WFDY-~was so offensive to the Soviet delegation that
they refused to continue their participatien in that phase of the cengress, All

of the East Eurcpean delegations, with the exceptien of Poland, joined the Russians,
The walkeut was joined by the delegates from China, North Vietnam, Nerth Korea and
Mongolia,  On 28 May, Belgrade radio "Tanyug” broadcast a statement by Mike Tripale,
President ef the PYY, in which he noted that some youth erganizations of "socialist
countries” were adopting the methods of 1948 and "breeking up their sgreed forms of
cooperation" with the Yugeslavs, He noted thet Communist China®s youth paper

(the "Ch'ing Nien Jih Pao"~Youth Dailv) had even published the Cominform resolutien,
in cennection with its attacks, It is reliably reported that the poliey of the PYY
is to cooperate with youth crganizations of all lernds, while avoiding membership in
any of the existing internationel youth groups which foster blec policies, Note

has recently been made of a PYY intention to strengthen its ties with Latin American
crganizations. Yugeslavia is also maintaining its youth contacts with Pelamd, A
brosdcast froem Belgrade on 11 July notes that a delsgation from the Centrsl Committee
of the Slovene Peoples Youth, led by Stane Kranje, Secretary of the Commi ttee, will
leeve for Poland 15 July, at the invitatien of the Pelish socialist youth,

F. In December 1952, UNESCO withdrew the consultative status it had granted
the IUS in July 1948, en the grounds that it had over that psriod of time conslistently
migused and abused its consultative privileges for propeganda purposes and attacked
- UN decisions and UN bodies, UNESCO took the position that the IUS had "preved net
to be sufficiently interested in the aims and activities of UNESCO to keep up their
contacts with it." The IUS has made repeated efforts to regain status, since its
expulsion, UNESCO postponed consideration of these appeals until April 1958, when
it again rejected the application, The rejection was probably bssed on the following
facts:

1. The IUS and its affiliates continue to attack UN decisions and UN
bodies, and attempt to use these bofies for pertisan p@litigal purposes ,

2, The IUS has c@naiafently supperted communist propaganda lines, and
it has frequently attacked the fimdings and resclutiens ef the UN, and attempted
to discredit the UN in the eyes of IUS msmbers,

3. ‘The IUS is unrepresentative of the werld studemt cemmunity, Over
80% of its membership is derived frem organizations in the Communist Orbit.

Some UNESCO members have indicated that the IUS could qualify for consultetive

stetus only if it would: a, Disavew and give up its political ectivities, b, Affirm
its acceptance ef the UNESCO Charter and the established limite within which

UNESCO must eperate, ¢, Shew by its activities and public pronouncements that it
acknewledges this charter and recognizes these limitations, 4, Renounce the acts and
statements officially made by the IUS in defisnce of UN findings and decisions axd, e,
Acknowledge that the IUS is a partisen orgenization created and manipulated by the
Communist Parties of the Orbit,

G. The Coordinating Secretariat of the National Uniens of Students (COSEC)
was formed by free world student uniems in 1952, when it became clear that the
Communist Bloc delegations were bent on uging the IUS as a communist propaganda
organ, It was the coordinating center for e voluntary union of representative
netional unions of students frem 65 countries, There is only one representative
nationsl student union in the non-communist world which is not associated with
COSEC (The Zengakuren, of Japan, See paragreph IV B 4),
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H, The fellewing attachments centain gemeral backgreund infermation relevant
teo the Cemgress:

1. Attachment A; General background on the IUS,

2, Attachment B: Infermatien om the current situatien of the IUS and the
WFDY,

3, Attachment C: Ietters to en Asian student group frem the IUS,

4o Attechment D:; Article in the World Student News: "Ist us Meet im
Peking®,

11, COMMUNIST ORJECIIVES

&, Although this dispatch is primarily directed toward the Peking Congress
‘as 8 communist frent prepagands event, it iz important teo place the Congress within
the overall context of IUS ectivity amd objectives, Past IUS Congressss have been
useful to the IUS both as prepaganda devices and as eppertunities to assess and .
recruit delegates and observers, The propeganda imtent is of twe types: first, teo
attempt to give the impressien of a large, active and impertamt organization amd te
ebscure the lack of representivity of its membership and; second, te further current
cemmunist propagands objsctives, On the first scere, the IUS attempts te have as
many representative groups attend as pessible amd, failing this, to bring splinter
greups er mere individuals to represent givern countries, Thus an IUS figure of
%650 students frem 65 ceuntries” is obvicusly inflated and subject to considerable
8caling down on analysis, but is still effective from an IUS propsgands stemdpeint,
On the secend propaganda objective, it can be expected that the three majer current
cemmunist themes will be evident;s Peacs (perticulerly im cemnection with the Mid=
East Crisis and the resolutions of the WPC meeting of mid=July, in Steckholm);
Cessatien of nuclear tests (with refersnce to the resolutions of the 4th Werld
Anti-H and H Bomb Cenference of mid-August, in Hiroshims, Japan) and; Anti-
Colenialism (in the context of Arab Natienalism and the Mid-East Crisis do

B, It is certain that the Chinese Cemmunists will use the Conference to
enhancs their stature througheut the werld, and te send selscted delegates home
as propagandists feor the diplematic recegnitien of Communist China and its admissien
te the UN,
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